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To the Editor of the Gospel Advocate. understanding. My peace give I unto you, 


Sir,—If agreeable to you | should like an | said Christ to his disciples, not as the world 


explanation, published in the Advocate on giveth, &c. 
the xlv. chap. 7th verse of [saiah, via. “ 1} Evil is naturaland moral. Natural evil 
form the light and create darkness, I make ' is pain, distres, and punishment, &c. When 
peace and create evil; [the Lord do all} God says that he will bring evil ona na- 
these things.” By attending to the above! tion or on an individual it is distress or na- 
you will much oblige your friend and sub- ‘tural evil, which is meant. Moral evil is 
scriber, JOEL SEWARD. | |{sin, transgression, &c. Thus when it is 
Answer to the above. said, this is an evil generation, evil works, 
Light, darkness, peace and evil have a! an evil eye, &c. moral evil is meant. Sin, 
twofold meaning in scripture, and this scrip- | then, is moral evil ; affliction and chastise- 
tural distinction is confirmed by our reason ment for sin is natural evil. 


rs experience. bi awn Having explained the terms light, dark 
Men, who are versed in the principles | ness, peace and evil, we proceed to shew 
ofnatural philosophy, will say that the'i, what sense the Lord forms light and 


geil pertese ae So not ana ge creates darkness 5 how he makes peace and 
and they will assign this reason; that al-' -raates ey). 


though light be asubstance and was formed; : 
yet that darknes is only an absence of Light whether natural or moral is the ef- 


light, that it is no substance, and ee OnE ~s = - mare 
quently was never created: yet the ex-' 0° [8 fin t See an: mag eae ¢ "he 
prcolca is, unquestionably, not vasuitable |” he d - he 1 great tights; the 
in the sense in which it was neant to be &'°@ e day, the lesser for the night. 
alana ‘Thus the Lord formed the natural light— 
Light is natural and moral: tatural light The light of the grr or understanding is 
means that of the sun and other luminous equally the work of God. God, who com- 
bodies by which we see natural objects.— manded the light to shine out of darkness 
Solomon means this light whe? he says, | hath shined semiters 4 hearts, to give us the 
“light is sweet anda pleasant thing it is! light of the knowledge of the glory of God 
for the eye to behold the sun. Moral light lin the face of Jesus Christ. ‘Thus God has 
signifies knowledge, understaniing, &c.— | formed all light, natural, moral or spiritual. 
Thus the knowledge of the gospel is called | How has he created darkriess f Ans. By 
lizht, marvellous licht 3; men ate said to be | the opposition or contrariety of things, in 
made light in the Lord; some will not come which, if that, which is formed be remov- 
tothe lig, &e. &c ed, there remains nothing in its stead, but 
Darkness is the absence of light both na- | what we call darkness, which is the contra 
riety of light. This is plain as to natural 


tural and moral. It is natural darkness, | |. h 4 deh q | : f 
Which takes place in the absence of the sun; | lit t and dar fare se . “Wh Sa k 
itis moral darkness, which possesses the ; !SHt !t Is equally evident. pe Sarae 


mind, where knowledge is wanting. ness of the mind? Ans. It is the absence 

Peace may be termed civil and moral— of knowledge. Knowledge of God and 
Civil peace is that, which exists between divine truth is a positive good, and is moral 
nations and individuals arising from a fair & light ; the lack of this knowledge is moral 
upright conduct, by which the necessity of darkness. Now God creates darkness no 
anger and wrath are suspended and in which otherwise than by withholding light. Ifall 
men live contented with each other. Moral | light natural and moral were extinguished 
peace isof the mind both in relatios to| ¥%#. would remain ? Ans. A perfect 
God, our duty and final destination.— | "®gation, which we call darkness. When 


. Great peace have they, that lovethy | person Is ae hich to a blind tuk 
av.” "The peace of God which passes all when hé sits in darkness, groups in dark- 
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ness, &c. it isthe absence of that light, which 
God withholds for a time. 

How does God make peace? Ans, By 
dispos:ng men to act rationally towards each 
other; this is civil peace. How does he 
am ke moral peace? Ans. By giving men 
a knowledge of his own character, that he 
has pardoned their sins and designed them 
for bliss ; likewise engaging them cheer- 


fully to love his commandments and to do 


his will. 

But how does he create evil ? Ans. God 
¢reates evil in anatural sense, by suffering 
the consequences of moral evil to take place: 
by suffering every juconvenience and afilic- 
tiun to take place, so far as is best, toa 
creaiure made subject to vanity. Thus there 
is no »atural evil in the city or in any other 
place, but that, which God has created by 
making man subject to vanity. “Does God 
create moral evil? Let him that readeth the 
answer to this query, understand. I see no 
difficulty in answering this question ; yet 
modesty and prudence are indispensible in 
the attempt.. Was not the creature made 
subject to vanity ? Ans. Yes, ‘I'o what van- 
ity was he made subject ? Ans. Not only! 
to the vanity of suffering the consequences 
of sin, but to the vanity of sin itself. If it 
should be objected that this makes God the 
author of sin, we enswer, that can 
be accounted the autbor of sin who 
commits sin : God made us subject to that 
vanity, and by sinning we have proved our- 
selves to be vain. 

Thus it appears that light, darkness, 
peace and evil, whether moral or natural 
are all comprehended in the divine plan of 
operation respecting his creatures and are 
satisfactorily explained as being for the 
greatest liappiness of creatures eventually, 
from the consideration that the same crea- 
ture is subjected in hope of eternal life— 
Epiror. 

To the Editor of the Gospel Advocate, 
(Concluded from puge 164.) 

Sir: 

The importance of the subject, un- 
der-consideration, is the orly apology I 
have to offer, for occupying so large a share 
of the Advocate. That there will be a fu- 


who do not believe that any one of the bs 
man family will be punished in a futyy, 
mode of.being, but that all will be made e. 
ternally happy after death; I feel it to he 
my imperious duty to adduce further proof 
of the truth of this most solemn anda! im. 
portant subject. And may J not say, jp 
the language of a learned and pious friend 
“What fancy can paint the majesty, the 
grandeur, or the terror of the scene before 
us? I must despair of doing justice to my 
theme, which is much fitter for an angel’, 
tongue, than for a mortal’s pen. "I have a}. 
ready shown that Christ was ordained ang 
appointed by Jehovah, to judge the worl: 
and here permit me to inform you, that 
from his decisive ‘sentence, there is no ape 
peal; all must submit, however they may 
have despised him. John, the beloved dis. 
ciple of the blessed Jesus, was favored with 
a view of this important event, as recorded 
in Rev. xx. 11—15. “ And I saw a great 
white throne and him that sat on it, from 
whose face the earth and heaven fled aways 
and there was found no place for them— 
and I saw the dead, small and great, stand 
before God ; and the books were opened; 
and another bouk was opened; which was 
the book of life ; and the dead were judged 
out of those things which were written in 
the books according to their works. And 
the sea gwe up the dead who were in it; 
and deathand hell delivered up the dead 
who werein them ; and they were judged 
every oneaccording to their works. And 
death ani hell were cast into the lake of 
fire. This isthe second death. And who- 
soever was not found written in the book o! 
life was cestinto the lake ef fire.” Th 
throne here spoken of, is the throne of ju‘s 
ment, not the throne of the Saviour’s 
diatorial kngdom, as many would have us 
believe. How grand and awful will be the 
appearance of our righteous J@dge whes 
seated en this “great white throne”—em 
blematical of the celestial purity of him wio 
sitteth thereon, and of his righteous ané 
impartial judgment. At which time “ m 
ny of them that sleep in the dust of th 
earth shall awake, some to everlasting lile, 





and some to shame, and everlasting ¢o™ 


ture and general judgment—that every one tempt.” See Dan. xii. 2. That the sleep 
will be rewarded according to the deeds ing in the dust is the state of the dead in 
done in the body; whether they be good,! their grave, will not, it is presumed, be ¢ 


or whether they be evil ; is so clearly taucht 
in the scriptvres of divine truth, th«t it 


‘nied. Marvel not at this: for the how: 


_is coming, in the which all that are in the! 


ought not to become a subject of controver-' graves shall hear his voice, and shal! com 
ay in this enlight-ned country. But, as there | forh, they that have done good unto the 
are many honest and well disposed per- | resurrection of life, and they that have dort 


7 ° ‘ - - nea g! 
sous, in this part of our Saviour’s Vineyard 
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oil, unto the resurrection of damnation.” 
These are the words of Christ; and who 
shall dare to contradict them! That there 
is a place of torment, into which the 
wicked will be cast, is evident, from the 
account we have of the rich glutton, that 
“in hell (not in the grave) he lifted up his 
eyes, being in torment,” &c. And our 
Saviour explains the parable of the tares 
thus :—** As therefore the tares are gather- 
ed an@ burnt in the fire; so it shall be in 
the end of this world. The Son of man 
shall send forth his angels, and they shall 
gather out of his kingdom all things that 
oflend, and them who do iniquity, and shall 
cast them into a furnace of fire: there shall 
be wailing and gnashing of teeth. ‘Then 
shall the righteous shine forth as the sun in 
she kingdom of their Father.” 

What an inconceiyable multitude shall 
stand before the Judge in that great day, 
collected from the earth and sea, to stand 
their trial for life and death. Oh! ye care- 
less sinners! Hear the glorious exhorta- 
tion !—* Repent ye, therefore, and be con- 
verted, that your sins may be blotted out, 
when the times of refreshing shall come 
from the presence of the Lord.” Acts ili. 
19. 

Let us, kind reader, without one mo- 
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1Td 
pear we may have confidence and not be a- 
shamed betore him at his coming.” “ Here 
in is our love made perfect, that we may 
have boldness before him in the day of 
judgment, because as he is, so are we in this 
world.” 2 John ii. 28, iv. 17. 

I think, Sir, no doctrine of scripture is 
more frequently and explicitly asserted than 
that of future punishment of the wicked:—~ 
And if the proofs which 1 have adduced 
are not suflicient to satisfy your mind, any 
further attempt would be but a waste of 
time. But 1 most sincerely hope that e 
nough has been said to convince you, and 
those of your faith, that you ought to bee 
lieve, without doubting, in the future pun- ” 
ishment of those who die impenitent and 
under the power and the pollution of sin 
And ought you not, Sir, tobe more cau- 
tious how you dispence with the divine 
threatenings, and thereby abate the sinner’s 
dread of those punishments which a holy 
infinite God may justly inflict. After what 
I have said, you can easily imagine what a- 
larm my mind takes at the propagation of 
an opinion that there is to be ne future putte 
ishment. Is not sucha sentiment calculae 
ted to open every avenue to vice and im 
morality—and remove the last restraint 
from those who are yet in their sins who 





ments delay, enter into our owu hearts, and+ delight to revel in all manner of wickedness 


commune with them, and examine the ac- 
counts; “and as it were forestall the judg- 
ment!” “for if our hearts condemn us, 
God is greater than our hearts, and know- 
eth ali things. But if our hearts condemn 
us not, then have we confidence towards 
God,” 1 John ii, 20,21. “ Let us do just- 
ly, love mercy, and walk humbly with our 
God; and live soberly, righteously and 
codly, in this present world.” Let us imi- 
tate our divine Saviour in all things as far 
as in our power, “ that we may have bold- 
ness before him in the day of judgment.— 
For he whose name is not found registered 
in the book of life at that day, will be cast 
into the lake of fire. But those whose names 
are thus registered, will have part in the 
first resurrection, and on such the second 
death shall have no power.” Peter, in his 2d 
epistle 3d chap. informs us that “ the heav- 
ens and the earth which are now, are by 
the same word (which destroyed the old 
world) kept in store reserved unto fire, a- 
gainst the day of judgment and perdition of 
ungodly men.” John, in his general epis- 
tle, gives the most friendly and affectionate 
advice how to stand before our Lord and 
Judge,in that day. “ And now, little chil- 


and moral profligacy. 1 donot mean to be 
understood that | believe that the fear of 
punishment is the noblest motive to virtue; 
— oa otherwise. Dut it is, in my 
hur pinion, almost the only motive 
which will have the least influence on the 
minds of certain classes of men, with whom 
the purer motives of love, gratitude and af- 
fection have lost their influence. 

Let us, dear Sir, remember, that our hea- 
venly Father is not, nor ever will be,charge- 
able with the misery of any man, but has 
adopted every wise method to 1eclaim us 
that strict justice could require—we may be 
miserable and wretched, but God will be 
eternally just. 


ONE OF YOUR READERS, 





From the Gospel Herald. 
( Continued from page 167.) 

In the Acts of the Apesties, the chapter 
and verse I cannot name, it is related that 
an angel of the Lord stood by Paul and bade 
him not fear, adding that he (the Lord) had 
much people in that city. Now if ald the 


people in the city, in common with all man- 
kind, were heirs of salvation, where is the 
propriety of the speech? and will it not 





dren, abide in him ; that when he shall ap- 


rather imply, that such shall be the effect 
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of his preaching, that many in that city 
would embrace the Gospel, and become 
the people of God ina different sease from 
those who remained in unbelief ? 

Again, when it is said, ‘ Ife that believ- 
eth shall be saved, and he that believeth not 
shall be damned,” is it not straining the 
text to read and understand it as meaning, 
He that believeth shall be saved, and he that 
believeth not shall be saved also ? 

Taking into view the whole of our ex- 
istence, which we believe will be eternal, 
and then reflecting on the mere point of 
time which makes the whole of our eartlily 
existence, is it not surprising, that for the 
sake of a belief (i. e. of our final salvation) 
which still leaves us exposed to various mis- 
eries here, so much should be said in the 
Scriptures to induce us to believe the Gos- 
pel, and to conform to it in heart and life. 
if it’can only influence that scanty portion 
of our existence which is allotted to us in 
this life ? | 

Once more—What can be St. Paul’s 
meaning when he expresses so much anxi- 
ety, lest, having preached to others, he 
himself should be cast away, on the suppo- 
sition of Universal Salvation? And what 
does he mean by exhorting men to be holy, 
adding, “ without which (i. e. without holi- 
ness) no man shall see the Lord”? This 
is not answered by saying that all men shall 
see the Lord, in the sense of the text, but 
none without holiness, for He himself will 
make them holy—for then the exemption 
would be nugatory. CANDIDUS. 

( To be continued.) 


REMARKS. 

Candidus introduces Acts xviii. 9, 10, 
where it is related that the “ Lord spake to 
Paul in the night by a vision, Be not afraid, 
but speak, and hold not thy peace ; for | 
am with thee, and no man shall set on thee 
to hurt thee; for 1 have much people in 
this city ” (Corinth.) Candidus then in- 
terrogates—* Now if all the people in the 
city, in common with all mankind, were 


heirs of salvation, where is the propriety of 


the speech ?” Now we shall first examine 
the speech, and then propose a quere for 
Candidus’s leisure. It appears that Paul 
feared the Corinthians, who were general- 
ly given to idoiatrous worship and practi- 
ces. It pleased God to quiet his fears.— 
How? Ans. By informing Paul, who was 
ignorant of the inhabitants of Corinth, gen- 
erally, relative to their feelings and senti- 
ments respecting the Gospel which he prea- 
vhed; therefore, God communicated to Paul 








the knowledge of a fact, of which Pau} was 
previously ignorant. It appears Paul cen. 
posed the people of Corinth were almost il 
together devoted to the worship of idols, 
This same Paul declares, Rum. vi. 16— 
“Know ye not, that to whom ye yield your. 
selves servants to obey, his servanis ye 
are r” &c. ‘The idolatrous Corinthians 
were, in contradistinction to Paul, and be. 
lievers in, and servants to, the Lord Jesys 
Christ, the servants of the idols the¥ wor. 
shipped. But the Lord informed Paul that 
He * had much people in” Corinth. If yoy 
please, in other words— Paul, there is no 
ground for your fears. Instead of almost 
all the inhabitants of Corinth being ignoy. 
ant of the Gospel, and worshipping idols, 
there are many who worship Me. There. 
fore, (because of this,) no man shall burt 
ou. And I am with you, likewise.” 

Will Candidus please to answer the {ule 
lowing question—Paul, during his visit to 
Athens, spake as follows—Acts xvii. 22— 
19, ‘then Paul stood in the midst of 
Mars-hill, and said, Ye men of Athens, | 
perceive that in al] things ye are too su 
perstitious. For as | passed by, and be. 
held your devotions, I found an altar with 
this inscription, TO THE UNKNOWN 
GUD. Whom therefore ye ignorantly wor 
ship, him I declare unto you. God, that 
made the world, and all things therein, see- 
hg that he is Lerd of heaven and earth,dwell» 
eth not in temples made with hands: nei 
ther is he worshipped with men’s hands, as 
though he needed any thing, seeing he giv- 
eth to all lie, and breath, and all things; 
and hath made of one blood all nations of 
men, for to dwell on all the face of the 
earth, and hath determined the times be 
fore appointed, and the bounds of their ha. 
bitations 3; that they should seek the Lord, 
if haply they might feel after him, and find 
him, though he be not far from every one 
of us ; forin him we live and move, and 
have our being ; as certain also of your po 
ets have said, For we are also his off-pring. 
Forasmuch then as we are the offspring of 
God, we ought not to think that the God- 
head is like unto gold, or silver, or stone, 
graven by art and man’s device.” Nowil 
all men are of one blood, and all men are 
the offspring of God, where is the propriet/ 
in denying that all will be heirs of salva 
tion? Subjoined to this testimony is the 
declaration of Jesus Christ, (Mat. xxii. 9, 
to the multitude,) “ Call no man your la 
ther upon the earth; for one is your Fath- 
er, which is in heaven!” Will God, the 
Father of all, disinherit and illimitably re 


GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 


ject his children ? God has answered this damned, in sin, he cannot be saved! He 
question. Isa. liv. “ For a small moment must be lost before you cap save him.— 
have I forsaken thee ; (language this, for There is no finding any thing that is not 
description, which can never be exceeded,) lost! Christ did “not come to call the 
but with great mercies will I gather thee. righteous, but sinners to repentance. The 
In a little wrath I hid myself from thee for whole need not a physician, but those that 
a moment,” &c, “ For the mountains shall are sick !” 
depart, and the hills be removed ; but my! Candidus considers it surprising that “so 
kindness shall not depart from thee, nei- | much should be said in the Scriptures to in« 
ther shall the covenant of my peace be re- | duce us to believe the Gospel, and to con- 
moved, saith the Lord that hath mercy on! form to it in heart and life, if it can only in- 
tliee.” Whe are these, on whom the Lord fluence that scanty portion of our existence 
will have mercy? Ans. “ The Lord is| which is allotted to us in this life,” &c.— 
good to all, and his tender mercies are o- | Candidus will please to consider, that a 
ver all his woks!”, We could propose nu- | thing may be very surprising, and very 
merous questions of the complexion of the; true, at tue same time. He will likewise 
above. But, we think Candidus’s good! please to consider, that God has made 
sense will perceive the force of the argu-| known what was once a mystery, ( secret ) 
ment, & render an enumeration unnecessary. | namely, that it is his “ good pleasure which 
Now we are quite willing to acknowedge he hath purposed in hiniself, that in the dis- 
that those Corinthians who believed, with | pensation of the fulness of times he might 
Paul, the Gospel of Christ, become the peo- , gather together in one all things in Christ,” 
ple of God im a different sense from those &c¢. Now would it not be surprising, if 
who remained in unbelief. This is easily ex- Mankind, in that “ scanty portion of exis- 
plained. ‘Those who were ignorant of God, | ¢nce which is allotted to them in this life,” 
and, consequently unbelievers,did not know ; Should prevent God’s good pleasure from 
that they were heirs of salvation, or, that, being accomplished ¢ Would it not be still 
God was their Father. The declaration of More surprising, if God should leave an e- 
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the prophet is a complete illustration of this Vent which is his good pleasure, and which 
subject. “ They that know thy name, will, he hath purposed in himself to accomplish, 
put their trust in thee.” And it must inev- | contingencies growing out of a scanty 
itably follow, that those who are ignorant pertion of man’s existence in this life? To 
of God, will not put their trust in him. But, ur conception, the wonder would be here! 
we have Christ’s authority for saying, that’ Candidus’s quere amounts to this—Is it not 


“ All shall be taught of God!”  Themy) SUrprising, if true, that tod should make a 
Candidus must acknowledge, that all will Fevelation of himself, his character and pur- 
become the people of God, ina different poses, to man, when that revelation has 
sense from what they were when ignorant Dvething to do with the accomplishment of 
of God. his purposes, as regards man in another 

Candidus, quotes— He that believeth mode of existence ? Will Candidus con- 
shall be saved ; and he that believeth not! Cede that God’s revelation is a link in the 
shall be damned,” &c. and asks, “Is it not! Chain of his great plan of the “ resTiTu- 
straining the text, to read and understand it | TION OF ALL THINGS, Which God hath spo- 


as meaning, He that believeth shall be sav-. 


ed ; and he that believeth not shall be sav- 
ed also? Ans. Yes! And it is not like- 
wise “ straining the text, to read and un- 


derstand it as meaning, ‘ He that believeth. 


not shall be made endlessly miserable ?’” 
But, you will please to observe, that it is 


ken by the mouth of all his holy prophets 
since the world began,” and, at the same 
time, altogether independent of the agency 
of man for its accomplishment, so far as re- 
gards his merits or demerits ; his voluntary 
acquiescence or refusal? If Candidus will 
acknowledge this, and consider that ninety- 





not “straining the text, to read it, and un-| nine out of an hundred of all the human 
derstand it, as meaning,” that, “ He that race, to this day, never saw nor heard of 
belieyeth not is condemned already.” This | the Scriptures, or of God’s revelation to 
is the way we read and understand it !— man, the difficulty will all vanish. But, if 
When Paul was an unbeliever, he was con- he refuses to make this concession, then, we 
demned ; or, if you please, damned. When shall defend our premises, and he will be 
Paul believed, he was saved! We have | at a loss to account for the supposed facts, 
experienced both ; the damnation and the | which, being unsupported by testimony, 
salvation spoken of. And permit us to tell ' must be ranked, at most, with conjecture 
you, that unless 9 man is condemned, or | and hypothesis. 
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Candidus next interrogates relative to} ally. Inactive, he does not feel disposed 
Paul’s declaration, 1 Cor. ix. 27, “on the} to tune his lips with a song of praise to Jee 
supposition that Universalism is true?” Ans.; hovah. A sluggish spirit is like a aad 
Let C. read the preceding verse—“ I there-! mass of matter. If we take a view of cre- 
fore run not as uncertainly !” What could’ ation, we shall behold nothing tha: is so in- 
Paul mean, when he spoke of certainty, diflerent as man. The beast ot the field, 
coupled with the possibility of being a cast- | the fowl of the air, the fish of the sea, and 
away, if endless misery was possibly to be even the reptile that creeps upon the eaith, 
his fate? Now we consider Paul to mean, | are industrious and offer examples worthy 
that if he did not keep his body in subjec- of man’s imitation. Arise, once, U slug. 
tion, or in other words, (and they are his gard, when the orient beams of day begin 
own) if he “ sowed of the flesh, of the flesh 'to dissipate the darkness of night; whea 
he would reap corruption.” Candidus will they shed a beauty upon nature that causes 
please to consider—First, That to be cast | her to smile; and, unless thou art'shames 
away, or cast off, and to be made endlessly less, senseless, and tasteless, thou wilt be 
or any way miserable, in a future state of filled with admiration. behold the mists 


existence, are two things. Now we under- 
stand this subject precisely as the Scrip- 
tures explain it. David says, “ Cast me 
not away from thy presence.” Why? Be- 
cause, “Inthy presence are fulness of joys,” 
&c. God, speaking of the house of Judah 


of darkness receding before the moruing 
sun, and nature, as it were, springing into 
life. See the fields and meadows putting 
on garments of grandeur and beauty. See 
the warbling songsters, perched upon a tet: 
ty pine, and hymning a song of praise to the 





by the mouth of the prophet Zech. x. 6, Maker ot the universe. See beasts and 
says, ® And they shall be as though J had ‘creeping things marching to their daily vo- 
not cast them off ; for I the Lord their God {cations ; beside the planetary werius, pers 
will hear them.” Again—Speaking of E- | forming their wonted eyolutivns. and. sig 
phraim, Hos. ix. 17, “ My God will cast {nally displaying the wisdem and power of 
them away.” If Candidus w I! read chap. , their Author, and thou will lament thy great 
xiii. he will find that Ephraim, although | indiflerence. 

cast away, will be ransomed! That Isra-| ‘To induce thee to be engaged in the dis- 
el, although destroyed, will find help inj charge of thy spiritual duties, thy Maker 
God. The declaration by Isaiah is emphat- , has given thee directions to visit the works 
ic :—“ For a small moment have | forsak-;of the ant. See the industry of this litle 
en thee :” (cast theeaway!) Surely, there; insect. She has collected by her uuremit- 
is nothing in this phraseology incompatible | ting labor a little mountain, a monument of 
with the supposition, yea, with a firm be-| her industry and perseverance. She soon 
lief, of Universal salvation. bids it adieu. But, notwithstanding it is of 


Candidus continues, and queres relative 
to Paul’s exhortation to be holy. His re- 
mark, that Paul’s declaration would be nu- 
gatory, &c. does not agree with Heb. viii. 
10—13. What is meant by seeing the 
Lord? Is it not proper to understand this 


little, if any, benefit, she has been industris 
ous and giving a cutting and practical sat- 
ire upon indolence. If so much labor is res 
quired of the ant, what is required of thee, 
Oman? Thy duties are many and impore 
tant. Thou hast not only to praise thy 





passage to mean, that unless a man con-; Maker, with thy breath, thy voice, and thy 
forms to God, by loving mankind as God ; deportment, but thy soul should breathe 
loves them, and by being merciful, as God! forth in devotion in gratitude. ‘I hy days 
is merciful, he cannot see, or understand | are few. The places which now know thee 


the love and mercy of God? We think it | 
is, for the plain reason, that Christ, our ' 


Teacher, said, “ Blessed are the merciful, 
{pr they shall obtain mercy !” 
( To be continued. ) 





From the Gospel Herald. 
THE MORALIST, NO. Il. 
£ Go to the ant, thou sluggard; consider 
her ways and be wise.” Sovomon. 
There is no frame of disposition less to 
be desired than a sluggish one. It is cal- 





will soon know thee no more forever. The 
fashions of the world will soon pass away. 
The fine and costly apparel that now dec- 
orates thy mortal frame, will soon be ex- 
changed for a funeral shroud. That ima- 
gination, which has caused thee to dream of 
pleasure and long life, will now deceive thee 
no more, If honors crown thy head, and 
laurels deck thy brow, thou must die. If 
thou art rich, thou must lie down in the 
cold grave. If thou hast suffered from the 
relentless hand of cold-hearted poverty, 


“plated to injure the possessor very materi- | thou canst not escape death’s disasters. Bg 
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therefore, and doing thy duty. Make’ competition with the endless beatitude of 





174 





thy friends and foes recipients of all the’ the celestial paradise! But although the 
bliss this world can afiord. Consider the, mingled cup of delights which we drink in 


L. 


ways of the ant, and be wise. 





FRIENDSHIP. 


this life is not filled with unalloyed felicity, 
shall we dash it from our lips and spurn the 
profiered blessing, when it constitutes all 


During the time in which man roamed the harmony of being, as it is an endearing 
the wild, an untutored savage, fed on the pledge of the love of God to man? Shall 
victims of the chase, and viewed the azure we entirely disapprove of the exercise of 
sky and the beautifully varigated scenery benevolent affection, shall we chill each 
of the earth with a look of stupid wonder, ; friendly sensation and laugh at the heart- 
che charms of society had little influence ;' born tears of parting relations? Shall we 
the delights of friendly intercourse and as-| treat the tenderest feelings with rude and 
sociation awakened nu joyous sensations in! apathetic indifference? Shall we make 
the cold and uncuttured breast of the moun-| such appalling representations of the most 


taineer. Liite’s fleeting day was passed in 
traversing the lonely desert in quest of food, 
in constructing some rude dwelling to de- 
fend from the cold, or to protect from the 
assaults of wild beasts. ‘The unassociated 
wanderer never felt his palpitating bosom 
thrill with the anticipated enjoyments of do- 
mestic felicity, or the calm joys of a social 
fire-side. No brightening star of hope 
shone on the future prospect, cheering his 
dreary pilgrimage with promised happiness. 
No heart participated his sorrows, no eye 

mingled tears with his. No confidence ex- 

isted, to no faithful bosom could he impart 

his secrets, and from no trusty brother could 

he receive the sweet solace of advice. He 

lived alone, wild as the mountains, unfeel- 

ine as the tempests, and destitute of one 

moment of endearing existence. But when 
the destitution and misery of his state be- 
eame intolerable, when man ascertained 
that he could alleviate the dreariness of sol- 
itude by a free communication of thought 
and feeling, by an unrestrained interchange 
of soul, the path of life assumed the most 
inviting appearance, being garlanded with 
flowers of immortal amaranth, blooming 
and blushing beneath the sun of Friendship. 
By the united exertions of society, the in- 
hospitable wilderness becomes a garden, 
and the place once resounding with the 
how! of the wolf or hyena, vocal in hymns 
of gratitude to the Parent of Creation. — 
When refinements in the arts of life polish 
and sublime the latent susceptibility of the 
soul, when they give the highest zest to en- 
joyment, exalting the feelings by the noblest 
prospects of good, and joining man in the 
silken cords offriendship ; existence in this 
gtate may be said to possess its highest 
point, to have attained the zenith of its 
beauty. Yet what are al! the blandishments 
of friendship, the temporary regards of the 
sincerest hearts and the mixed happiness 





this world can supply, when brought in! 


cordial triendship, as will induce mankind 
again to seek the seclusion of the woods 
and mountains, to become wild as the ten- 
ants of the forest ? Shall we break up soci- 
ety and sever every remaining ligament of 
brotherhood by reducing man to the savage- 
ness of his solitary state ? “Yes, if the enga- 
ging, the inviting connexions with which 
life abounds must finally be surrendered in 
such a manner as will wring each feeling 
bosom with unimaginable anguish. Behold 
the fond mother weeping over the senseless 
corpse of her departed daughter, lifting up 
her eyes, brimful of tears, and saying, would 
to God I had died for you, my daughter !— 
Would you not say that it had been far bet- 
ter for the agonized mother to have viewed 
her child with the most perfect indifference? 
no, for while she gazes on that pallid cheek, 
while she intensely examines every linea- 
ment of her countenance, while she beholds 
the remaining traits of yeuthful bloom, 

“ Before decay’s effacing fingers, 

“ Have swept the lines where beauty lin- 

gers,” 

she, by an eye of faith, sees her emaciated 
child joining in the endless anthem of hea- 
ven, and repasting on the smile of God.— 
But if death, or any after occurrence, should 
make an endless separation, friendship on- 
ly tantalizes man with an illusory appear- 
ance of happiness, which will terminate ig 
the most pungent and unavailing lamenta- 
tion. As we are informed that from God 
cometh every good and every perfect gift, 
and also that his gifts are without repent- 
ance, and that he giveth to all, life, and 
breath, and all thiags, we may rest assured 
that friendship is a good gift, that it is given 
without repentance, and that it will eventu- 
ate happily to all who have tasted of its 
sweets. Did we embrace the opposite idea, 
we should deserve the highest commenda+ 
tion for the incessant exercise of our every 
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faculty in preventing the formation of one 
sincere friendship, lest some after day might 
consign one of the parties to the quenchless 
volcano of hell, and receive the other to the 
empyrean realms of saints and seraphims. 
Were this our belief, we would endeavor to 


at 


iG, render mankind inanimate, to repress each 


gentle rising of the soul, and make it as des- 
titute of sympathy as a mountain of arctic 
ice. But when we witness the irrepressible 
grief of an afflicted. parent at the loss of a 
darling child, when we discover the yearn- 
ings of his heart, as burst the cords that 
bound him to his son, we feel confident in 
saying, that the God of mercy never design- 
ed this poignant sorrow for the misery of 
man, but for the purpose of showing him 
that earthly friendship is transitory, and 
that heavenly friendship endureth forever ; 
where he shall meet his child in the indes- 
tructable climes of rest. 

‘No other view of the subject can afford 
the least satisfaction to the aching heart, or 
ease the anguish of the tortured soul; but 
this harmonizes the world and works of 
God, and gives life a cheering cordial. It 
exhibits the flood of death bridged by the 
rainbow of the covenant, and smoothed by 
the preceding ark of the Lord. When we 
discover this friendship shall be lasting,and 
that, although begun in this world, it will 
continue through all succeeding worlds, we 
° exclaim, 
he There is a land of pure delight, 

; Where friends once parted shall unite, 
And meeting on that blissful shore 


With fond embrace, shall part no more. 





ie. “ FEAR NOT.’—How wonderfully glo- 
‘ay vious, how charming to the feeling soul, are 
HI the declarations of divine truth, which were 


witered forth as symbols of the grace of God 
: and the salvation of the world. When we 
eontemplate the immense noise, the dread- 
ful terrors which are empleyed with a de- 
sign to bring people to the knowledge of 
the gospel, the indiscribable torments with 
which they are threatened if they do not be- 
lieve in some creed, which is but the off 
spring of human invention; when we see 
the mighty efforts which are made to ope- 
rate on the passion of fear, to promote reli- 
gious purposes, we cannot but recollect the 
words of the angel to the shepherds: “FEAR 
not.” If the gospel were fraught with such 
dismal terrors as we generally hear uttered 
forth from our pulpits, why should this an- 
ae gel brake the solemn silence, which reign- 
i ed among the shepherds, with language so 
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consoling. Our preachers frequently ins 
form us that our everlasting salvation is suse 
pended on the improvement which we make 
of the discourse which we have heard ; and 
endeavor to awaken our fears that a few 
moments more will carry us beyond the 
reach of mercy. But that heavenly mes. 
senger, whom God sent to announce the 
birth of Jesus, held up no such terrors, but 
said; “ Fear Not.” Why was it not as 
necessary to preach terror then as now 7— 
This celestial messenger made himself of 
no consequence, did not intimate that if 
these shepherds did not believe him, their 
damnation was sealed forever; but said: 
“ For behold, I bring unto you glad tidings 
of great joy, which shall be unto all peo- 
ple.”— Univ. Mag. 
THE LAND OF REST. 

There is a land of glorious rest, 

Where pure and happy spirits rove, 
For ever and for ever blest, 

The land of spotless joy and love. 


O yes, there is a land of rest, 
Free from corroding grief and care ; 
No storms, no dangers there molest, 
Nor discord once shall enter there. 


The land of rest—the land of joy, 

Where quenchless glories meet and shine, 
And fit for angels its employ, 

For all its pleasures are divine, 


There is no land of rest beside— 

But where is this blest region found ? 
It is aot bound by ocean tide, 

It is not upon earthly ground. 


’Tis where bright angels sweep the lyre, 
And spirits of the just repose ; 
Tis where the seraph’s living fire, 
With undiminished ardor glows. 
Blest land, methinks I see thee now, 
All smiling in perrennial bloom, 
With rapture thron’d on every brow, 
And flowers that breathe divine perfume. 


Then hail to thee, thou land of rest, 
And hail thy harps of holiest strains, 
And hail those crowns that grace the blest, 
Who rove along thy happy plains. 
But ah! that land of rest is far, 
And dark and trackless is the road 3 
Yet Hope, a bright and glorious star, 
Points onward to the dear abode. 
Then what though stormy be the way, 
Though winds and surges beat and roar, 
They only drive from earth away, 
And urge to that celestial shore 3 
Aud “mid the storm that voice is hest, 
That whispers, “‘ihere’s a Land of Rest.” 
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